
In November, the 2019 COL.  
Robert Hawes Award for  
Community Service was presented 
to David Chicoine, Executive  
Director of US Family Health Plan. 
The award is also in special  
recognition of David’s retirement 
after 33 years of dedicated service 
to the Plan. David was mentored by 
COL. Hawes during the founding 
years of the Health Plan back in the 
early 1980’s.

Directors Bill Perry, Kent Mathews, 
Cal Perry and Dick Power attended 
the award presentation. Also  
photographed Gail Schlesinger, US 
Family Health Plan and Sue Perry.

Hawes Award

President’s Note

At this time last year, I recall reflecting on all that we accomplished at Brighton Marine.  
We developed strategic partnerships, launched new initiatives and started to bring our  
Veteran Network Community vision to life. Fast forward to today and that vision is a reality.  
Partnerships are in place. New initiatives have been launched. Our Veteran Network  
Community grows stronger every day.

As I look to 2020, I’m just as excited about what is yet to come. The opening of the Residences 
at Brighton Marine. The partnership with the City of Boston’s Veteran Services Department 
and our VSO program growth. Additional partners joining the Coordinated Care Network.

Despite this year’s accomplishments and what is on tap for next year, our work in providing Veteran’s access to 
care, coordinated services, housing opportunities and more, is just a scratch on the proverbial surface.

I want to thank the staff at Brighton Marine and the extensive list of our community partners for their  
continued support. Without all of you, our story would not have unfolded as it has this year and will not  
become a reality next year. We thank you.

From the team at Brighton Marine, I wish you and yours a happy and healthy holiday season.
Michael Dwyer, President & CEO



We were happy to  
participate again this 
year in the Toys for Tots 
toy drive. A huge thank 
you to Winn Companies,  
Boston Department  
of Neighborhood 
Development,  
Cranshaw Construction 
and all the other  
contractors, friends and 
partners who made the 
first big donations of the 
season! 

Toys for Tots

Employee Spotlight: Mia Kunerth

Mia Kunerth, our Office Assistant, keeps our team 
running smoothly and helps come up with new ways 
for our team to help Boston-area veterans. She came 
to us 7 years ago as an intern after high school and has 
been with us ever since! Mia is an integral part of our 
team and we’re so lucky to have her.

We are excited to have the City of Boston Office of  
Veteran Services is on campus each Wednesday to  
provide walk-in and appointment assistance for 
city, stateand federal veteran programs!

Meet Janine McLaren. She is one of the case  
managers that is available to help veteran families. 
Office hours are in Building 2 from 9 am to 3 pm 
every Wednesday. Come stop in!

COBOVS on Campus!

Coordinated Care Network Update

We are excited for 5 new providers to join our network in the next few weeks. We welcome Lesley University 
and Roxbury Community College Veteran Centers, Boston Military Outreach Ministry, Sheehan Health Group 
and Clear Path for Veterans New England! Their partnerships will bring us to 39 providers in the network. Our 
collaborative efforts have assisted in 268 cases since inception. We look forward to continued growth in 2020!



Veterans Day

Thank you to the incredible 
Boston veterans who shared 
their stories at the Veterans 
Day Town Hall. Boston is a 
great place for veterans to 
call home and the turnout 
proved it!

Colonel’s Corner

As we race through the few remaining days of 2019, it is my pleasure to reflect on the past 
year and see how we have physically changed campus and increased our capacity to support 
military and veteran families. You can see many of these changes as you walk around campus. 

In January the Residences at Brighton Marine was just starting to sprout from the ground. The 
garage was poured and the support columns for the first floor were starting to show. Today 
the building is 95% complete with a model unit open for scheduled viewings. The Boston Fair 
Housing Commission just completed the lottery for the initial-fill applicants. We expect our 

first occupant in late January. 

Our remodel of Building 9 to veteran supportive permanent housing has shifted from demolition to framing. 
We expect our first of 25 occupants in May.
The courtyard was regreened with new landscaping and is well into installation of the World War II memorial. 
We are excited for our visitors and tenants to enjoy a new relaxing experience outdoors-when the weather 
warms.

We also added a digital sign board to our lobby that provides our guests some entertainment, current weather 
and news as well as information on new programs and events in the area. 

The things you cannot see are the continued support to veterans through our Homeless Veteran Endowment 
Fund and the Greater Boston Coordinated Veterans Services network. We were excited to add the ability to 
assist veterans on a walk-in basis Monday through Friday and add a Veterans Services Officer form the City of 
Boston one day each week. Our goal is to continue expanding support programs to military and veteran  
families through partnerships and tenancy. There were more continued partnerships in 2019 than we have time 
to mention and we were look forward to creating more in 2019! Thank you for your support and collaboration. 
Happy Holidays and blessings in 2020 to you all.

Bob Notch, Program Development Officer



Model Unit Tour & Housing Update

We have some REALLY exciting news to share with you! Our model home is now open for hard hat tours.
Tours are by appointment only on Tuesday's and  Friday's from 3:30 pm - 5:30 pm. Experience the Unexpected!  
Call today to schedule your tour at 617-586-3178.


